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Budget (Scotland) (No 3) Bill  
 
Bill Number:  SP Bill 20 
Introduced on: 29 January 2009 
Introduced by: John Swinney (Executive Bill)  
Passed:  4 February 2009 
Royal Assent: 10 March 2009 
 

Passage of the Bill 
The Budget (Scotland) (No 3) Bill [SP Bill 20] was introduced on 29 January 
2009, the day after Budget (Scotland) (No 2) Bill fell.  

At its meeting on 4 February 2009, the Parliament agreed to consider the Bill 
under the Emergency Bill procedure which allowed Stages 1, 2 and 3 to be 
considered by the Parliament on the same day. A description of Emergency 
Bill procedures is in Rule 9.21 of the Scottish Parliament's Standing Orders.  

Using the Emergency Bill procedure at Stage 1, the Bill was referred 
immediately to the Parliament for consideration of its general principles. The 
Parliament agreed to the general principles on a motion of the member in 
charge of the Bill, and therefore the Bill was passed at Stage 1. 

The Parliament then moved immediately to Stage 2 which was taken by a 
Committee of the Whole Parliament. A Marshalled List, groupings and an 'As 
Amended' version of the Bill were not produced for this Stage as no 
amendments were lodged. The Bill was passed at Stage 2. 

The Stage 3 debate was held in Parliament immediately after previous 
Stages. A Marshalled List, groupings and an 'As Passed' version of the Bill 
were not produced for this Stage as no amendments were lodged. The Bill 
was passed at Stage 3. 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 
The Budget Bill is the final stage in the annual budget process and this Bill 
gives parliamentary authority for spending in Scotland for financial year 2009-
10. The budget process is intended to allow the Parliament’s subject 
committees the opportunity to comment on the Scottish Government’s 
spending plans at several points during the year prior to the annual budget 
being agreed. The expectation is that the subject committees should have an 
active role in scrutinising and making recommendations on spending priorities. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/parliamentaryProcedure/index.htm


 
 

 

Provisions of the Bill 
The Bill authorises nearly £28.7bn of cash expenditure by the Scottish 
Government and its associated bodies, other organisations whose core 
funding is centrally provided (e.g. local authorities and health boards), the 
Forestry Commissioners, the Food Standards Agency, the Scottish 
Parliamentary Corporate Body and Audit Scotland.  
 
The Bill received Royal Assent on 10 March 2009.  
 
 
Ross Burnside 
Senior Research Specialist 
17 April 2009 
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